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Saint	origen	on	prayer

“I	don’t	have	time	to	pray!,”	some	argue.	“That	is	not	true,”	I	tell	them.	They	give	me	a	thousand	excuses	and	leave.	Then	time	goes	by	and	I	observe	them.	Long	hours	spent	watching	TV	and	YouTube	videos,	checking	Facebook,	playing	games,	listening	to	music,	pursuing	a	hobby…	in	short,	everything	is	justifiable	on	some	level,	since	basically	we
always	find	time	for	what	matters	to	us,	even	for	the	most	trivial	things	(and	even	more	so	when	it	comes	to	things	that	truly	important).	Why	does	the	same	not	happen	with	prayer?	I	mean,	I	don’t	believe	this	excuse	of	not	having	time	to	pray.	That	is	not	the	problem.	“Do	you	want	to	pray?”	“Yes,”	must	be	your	answer.	“Do	you	have	time?”	“Yes.”
Now	we	are	coming	to	an	understanding.	But	before	going	on,	we	need	to	answer	the	question:	What	is	prayer?There	is	a	plethora	of	eloquent	definitions	from	great	saints	that	answer	this	question	in	depth.	Saint	Therese	of	Lisieux,	for	example,	said:	“Prayer	is,	for	me,	an	outburst	from	the	heart;	it	is	a	simple	glance	darted	upwards	to	Heaven;	it	is	a
cry	of	gratitude	and	of	love	in	the	midst	of	joy!”	Or	as	Saint	Augustine	explained:	“Whether	we	realize	it	or	not,	prayer	is	the	encounter	of	God’s	thirst	with	ours.	God	thirsts	that	we	may	thirst	for	Him.”	Nevertheless,	these	definitions	seem	to	fall	short.We	know	these	answers	do	not	cover	all	aspects	of	what	prayer	really	implies.	In	fact,	that	was	not
the	aim	of	the	saints	quoted	above,	nor	is	it	ours.	Not	even	a	treatise	on	prayer	would	be	sufficient	to	describe	and	explain	thoroughly	the	numerous	types	(praise,	forgiveness,	thanksgiving);	methods	(Liturgy	of	the	Hours,	Lectio	Divina,	the	Rosary,	praying	in	the	name	of	Jesus);	and	experiences	(personal,	liturgical,	sacramental),	that	exist,	in	which
prayer	can	be	lived	and	understood.	Even	so,	we	must	try	to	be	able	to	describe	prayer’s	ultimate	basis,	that	is,	to	try	to	define	what	is	at	its	foundation,	and	what	constitutes	its	essence	with	respect	to	ourselves.	In	that	sense,	I	believe	we	can	affirm	that	prayer	is	a	relationship,	a	relationship	of	love	between	God	and	us.	A	relationship	that	leads	to
reconciliation…	re-conciliation	which	is	the	dynamic	of	reunification	between	the	human	and	the	divine.	Let	me	explain.	Man	was	not	created	only	through	the	Word,	but	also	in	His	image	and	likeness,	for	that	reason	man	is	the	only	visible	creature	capable	of	establishing	a	dialogue	of	love	with	his	Creator	(Gen	12:3).	As	Cardinal	Ratzinger	explained
in	his	commentary	on	the	Book	of	Genesis,	“God	blew	the	breath	of	life	into	the	man’s	nostrils,	for	which	divinity	has	literally	entered	into	him,	turning	his	dust	into	God’s	image.”Image	that	is	the	ability	to	open	oneself	to	love,	and	which	can	reach	divine	likeness.	For	this	reason,	the	breath	of	man	goes	beyond	being	a	mere	mechanism	necessary	for
the	conservation	of	his	worldly	life.	In	his	case,	what	is	decisive	is	his	ability	to	breath	the	life	of	the	Spirit,	which	is	God’s	life.	Man	is	capable	of	God.	His	heart	(understood	as	his	whole	person),	can	cherish	Trinitarian	life,	thus	his	body’s	substance	can	become	an	authentic	sanctuary		–	a	temple	–	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	In	this	way	he	glorifies	God	(1	Cor
6:19-20),	because	he	is	the	bearer	of	God’s	glory.	Yes,	Saint	Irenaeus	was	right,	“the	Glory	of	God	is	man	fully	alive.”	The	nature	of	the	man	of	prayer,	in	coming	into	communion	with	God,	is	transfigured	and	becomes	divine	by	taking	part	in	divine	nature	(in	His	love,	because	God	is	Love.)	In	prayer,	the	most	important	and	decisive	thing	is	this
relationship	of	communion.	It	is	in	this	context	that	we	can	understand	how	man’s	whole	existence	can	become	prayer.	On	this,	Origen	of	Alexandria	said:	“For	the	saying	‘pray	without	ceasing’	[1	Thes	5;17]	can	only	be	accepted	by	us	as	a	possibility	if	we	may	speak	of	the	whole	life	of	a	saint	as	one	great	continuous	prayer…	Of	such	prayer,	what	is
usually	termed	prayer	is	indeed	a	part…”	(Origen	on	Prayer	12,2).	The	relationship	of	love	with	God	characterizes	our	entire	existence,	and	from	it	arises	a	new	operational	modality	that	transforms	all	our	activity.This	relationship,	obviously,	depends	firstly	on	God.	God	loved	us	first	(1	Jn	4:19)	and	He	has	never	ceased	loving	and	calling	us,	even	after
we	sin.	Although	it	is	true	that	original	sin	had	and	continues	to	have	serious	consequences	(the	deprivation	of	original	holiness	and	justice,	the	wounded	nature,	the	imbalance	of	the	cosmos,	etc.)	God	does	not	abandon	us;	He	confirms	His	faithfulness.	His	relationship	to	us	is	not	interrupted,	but	is	reconstructed	with	unprecedented	novelty.	Christ,
the	new	and	definitive	Dia-logos,	between	the	Father	and	man	is	the	Word	that	becomes	Flesh.	Incarnation,	Passion,	Death,	and	Resurrection,	become	the	movement	of	reconciliation	that	gives	us	back	the	life	of	the	Spirit.	That	breath	of	eternal	life	that	we	had	lost,	is	given	to	us	again.	God	blows	again	into	our	wounded	clay.	Divinity	has	literally
entered	into	us	again,	reviving	and	resurrecting	us.	This	is	what	Baptism	is:	to	die	in	order	to	be	revived	in	the	life	of	Christ.	The	coherent	living	of	this	baptismal	dynamism	is	the	source	of	the	life	of	prayer.	He	who	is	conformed	with	Christ	can	only	tend,	like	Him,	to	the	sincere	devotion	of	his	life	to	the	well-being	of	others.	This	devotion	to	others
finds	its	fount	and	apex	in	the	Eucharist,	which	is,	likewise,	the	fount	and	apex	of	the	devotion	to	Christ	and,	consequently	the	fount	and	apex	of	the	whole	Christian	life.	The	man	of	prayer	is	the	one	who,	by	living	his	baptism,	becomes	a	Eucharistic	man.	Through	Christ,	with	Him	and	in	Him,	all	his	activity	(and	with	it	the	cosmos,	itself),	becomes	a
pleasing	oblation	(prayer),	directed	and	raised	to	the	Father.	From	this	perspective,	we	can	say	that	this	communion	and	reconciliation	in	Christ,	who	unites	us	through	the	Spirit	to	the	Father,	is	at	the	heart	of	prayer.	This	is	the	essence	of	Christian	life:	the	love	of	the	Holy	Trinity	that	germinates	in	our	hearts,	leading	us	to	devote	ourselves	to	others
in	a	constant	everyday	liturgical	gesture,	“offering	our	bodies	as	a	living	Host,	holy	and	pleasing	to	God;	this	is	our	reasonable	spiritual	worship”	(cf.	Rom	12;1-2.)	Then	we	experience	what	Isaac	of	Nineveh	described:	When	the	Spirit	dwells	in	a	person,	prayer	never	from	then	on	departs	from	his	soul.	Whether	he	is	eating	or	drinking	or	sleeping	or
whatever	else	he	is	doing,	even	in	deepest	sleep,	the	fragrance	of	prayer	rises	without	effort	in	his	heart.	Prayer	never	again	deserts	him.	Even	his	silence	is	prayer,	and	the	movements	of	his	heart	are	like	a	secret	and	silent	voice	that	sings	to	God.*We	are	an	Amazon	Affiliate	and	your	purchase	through	these	links	will	help	the	ministry	of	Catholic-
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cod.	suppl.	gr.	1294	(Romance	Papyrus)	3rd	century	Oxford,	Sackler	Library,	Oxyrhynchus	Pap.	2331	(Heracles	Papyrus)	British	Library,	Papyrus	3053	(=Oxyrhynchus	Papyrus	2470),	possibly	from	as	late	as	the	6th	century	4th	century	Berlin,	Staatsbibliothek	Preußischer	Kulturbesitz,	Cod.	lat.	fol.	416,	and	Vatican	City,	Biblioteca	Apostolica,	Cod.
Vat.	lat.	3256	(Vergilius	Augusteus)	No	longer	extant	(Calendar	of	Filocalus)	5th	century	Biblical	Texts	Berlin,	Staatsbibliothek	Preußischer	Kulturbesitz,	Cod.	theol.	lat.	fol.	485	(Quedlinburg	Itala	fragment)	London,	British	Library,	Royal	MS	1.	D.	V-VIII	(Codex	Alexandrinus)	Naples,	Biblioteca	Vittorio	Emanuele	III,	1	B	18	(Old	Testament	fragment)
Garima	Gospel	2	Virgil	Vatican	City,	Biblioteca	Apostolica,	Cod.	Vat.	lat.	3225	(Vergilius	Vaticanus)	Vatican	City,	Biblioteca	Apostolica,	Cod.	Vat.	lat.	3867	(Vergilius	Romanus)	Homer	Milan,	Biblioteca	Ambrosiana,	Cod.	F.	205	Inf.	(Ambrosian	Iliad)	Herbal	London,	Wellcome	Library,	MS	5753,	Johnson	Papyrus	Unknown	London,	Egypt	Exploration
Society,	s.n.	(Charioteer	Papyrus)	6th	century	Gospel	Books	Brescia,	Biblioteca	Civica	Queriniana,	s.n.	(Codex	Brixianus)	Cambridge,	Corpus	Christi	College,	MS	286	(St.	Augustine	Gospels)	Florence,	Biblioteca	Mediceo	Lauenziana,	MS	Plut.	I,	56	(Rabula	Gospels)	Fulda	monastery,	Landesbibliothek,	Cod.	Bonifatianus	1	(Codex	Fuldensis)	London,
British	Library,	Harley	MS	1775	(6th	century	Italian	Vulgate	Gospel	Book)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	gr.	1286	(Sinope	Gospels)	Rossano,	Cathedral,	Archiepiscopal	Treasury,	s.	n.	(Rossano	Gospels)	Uppsala,	Uppsala	University	Library	(Codex	Argenteus)	Würzburg,	Universitätsbibliothek,	Cod.	M.	p.	th.	F.	68	(Burchard	Gospels)	Genesis
London,	British	Library,	MS	Cotton	Otho	B.	VI	(Cotton	Genesis)	Vienna,	Österreichische	Nationalbibliothek,	Cod.	theol.	gr.	31	(Vienna	Genesis)	Bible	Durham,	Cathedral	Library,	MS	B.	IV.	6	(Bible	fragment)	Pentateuch	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	nouv.	acq.	lat.	2334	(Ashburnham	Pentateuch).	Dioscurides	Vienna,	Osterreichische
Nationalbibliothek,	Cod.	med.	gr.	1.	(Vienna	Dioscurides)	Corpus	Agrimensorum	Romanorum	Wolfenbüttel,	Herzog	August	Bibliothek,	Cod.	Guelff.	36.23	Augusteus	2	(Corpus	Agrimensorum	Romanorum)	Detached	Lists	Yerevan,	Matenadaran,	M2374	(four	lists	of	the	Echmiadzin	Gospel	[1])	7th	century	Gospel	Books	Dublin,	Trinity	College	Library,
MS	55	(Codex	Usserianus	Primus	(Ussher	Gospels))	Dublin,	Trinity	College	Library,	MS	A.	4.	5.	(MS	57)	(Book	of	Durrow)	Durham,	Cathedral	Library,	MSS	A.	II.	10	ff.	2-5,	338-8a,	C.	III.	13,	ff.	192-5,	and	C.	III.	20,	ff.	1,	2	(Insular	Gospel	Book	Fragment)	Durham,	Cathedral	Library,	MS	A.	II.	17,	2-102	and	Cambridge,	Magdalene	College,	Pepysian	MS
2981	(19)	(Durham	Gospels)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	5111,	Canon	Tables	from	Byzantine	Gospel	Book	(London	Canon	Tables;	Commons)	Monza,	Cathedral	Treasury,	s.	n.	(Gospels	of	Queen	Theodelinda)	Psalters	Dublin,	Royal	Irish	Academy,	s.	n.	(Cathach	of	St.	Columba)	Bibles	Florence,	Biblioteca	Medicea	Laurenziana,	MS	Amiatinus	1
(Codex	Amiatinus)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	syr.	341	(Syriac	Bible	of	Paris)	Orosius	Milan,	Biblioteca	Ambrosiana,	MS	D.	23.	sup.	(Ambrosiana	Orosius)	Jerome	Milan,	Biblioteca	Ambrosiana,	MS	S.	45.	sup.	(Ambrosiana	Jerome)	Miscellany	Vienna,	Österreichische	Nationalbibliothek,	Cod.	lat.	847	(Rufinus	of	Aquileia,	Treatise	on	the	Blessings
of	the	Patriarchs)	Dioscurides	Naples,	Biblioteca	Nazionale,	Cod.	Gr.	1	(Naples	Dioscurides)	Detached	Leaves	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	lat.	12190	(Carpet	Page)	Gregory	of	Tours	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	lat.	17655	(Gregory	of	Tours,	Historia	Francorum)	Gregory	the	Great	Troyes,	Bibliothèque	municipale,	MS	504	(Gregory	the	Great,
Pastoral	Care)	Origen	London,	British	Library,	Burney	MS	340	(Origen,	Homiliae	in	numeri)	8th	century	Gospel	Books	Alba-Iulia,	Romania,	Batthyaneum	Library,	s.n.;	Vatican	library,	Pal.	lat.	50;	Cover	in	London,	British	Library	(Codex	Aureus	of	Lorsch)	Cambridge,	Corpus	Christi	College,	MS	197B,	ff.	1-36	(Formerly	pp.	245–316)	and	London,	British
Library,	MS	Cotton	Otho	C.	V	(Cotton-Corpus	Christi	Gospel	Fragment)	Dublin,	Trinity	College	Library,	MS	A.	I.	(58)	(Book	of	Kells)	Dublin,	Trinity	College	Library,	MS	59	(Book	of	Dimma)	Dublin,	Trinity	College	Library,	MS	60	(Book	of	Mulling)	Durham,	Cathedral	Library,	MSS	A.	II.	16,	ff.	1-23,	34-86,	102	and	Cambridge,	Magdalene	College
Pepysian	MS	2981	(18)	(Insular	Gospel	Book	Fragment)	Freiburg	im	Breisgau,	Universitatbibliothek,	Cod.	702	(Freiburg	Gospel	Book	Fragment)	Gotha,	Forschungsbibliothek,	Cod.	Memb	I.	18	(Gotha	Gospel	Book)	Harburg-Bayern,	Schloss	Harburg,	Fürst,	Oettingen-Wallerstein'sche	Bibliothek	Cod.	I.	2.	4.	2	(Maihingen	Gospels)	Hereford,	Cathedral
Library,	MS	P.	I.	2	(Hereford	Gospels)	Lichfield,	Cathedral	Library,	(Lichfield	Gospels	(Book	of	St.	Chad))	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	5463	(Codex	Beneventanus)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	40618	(Gospel	Book)	London,	British	Library,	MS	Cotton	Nero	D.	IV	(Lindisfarne	Gospels)	London,	British	Library,	Royal	MS	1.	B.	VII	(Gospel	Book)
Maaseik,	Church	of	St.	Catherine,	Treasury,	s.	n.	(Maaseik	Gospel	Book)	Oxford,	Bodleian	Library,	MS	Auct.	D.	2.	19	(S.	C.	3946)	(Rushworth	Gospels	(MacRegol	Gospels))	Paris,	Bibliothèque	de	l'Arsenal,	MS	599	(Saint-Martin-des-Champs	Gospels)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	lat.	281,	298	(Codex	Bigotianus)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS
lat.	9389	(Echternach	Gospels)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	nouv.	acq.	lat.	1203(Godescalc	Evangelistary)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	nouv.	acq.	lat.	1587	(Gospel	Book	of	St.	Gatian	of	Tours)	St.	Gall,	Stiftsbibliothek,	Cod.	51	(St.	Gall	Gospel	Book)	Saint	Petersburg,	National	Library	of	Russia,	Cod.	F.	v.	I.	8	(Leningrad	Gospels	(Saint
Petersburg	Gospels))	Stockholm,	Royal	Library,	MS	A.	135	(Stockholm	Codex	Aureus)	Trier,	Trier	Cathedral	Treasury,	Codex	61	(Bibliotheksnummer	134)	(Trier	Gospels)	Trier,	Stadtbibliothek,	Cod.22	(Ada	Gospels)	Turin,	Biblioteca	Nazionale,	MS	O.	IV.	20	(Gospel	Book	fragment)	Vatican	City,	Biblioteca	Apostolica,	MS	Barberini	Lat.	570	(Barberini
Gospels)	Vienna,	Österreichische	Nationalbibliothek,	Cod.	1224	(Cuthbert	Gospels)	Vienna,	Kunsthistorisches	Museum,	Schatzkammer,	Inv.	XIII	18	(Vienna	Coronation	Gospels)	Psalters	Berlin,	Staatsbibliothek	Preußischer	Kulturbesitz,	MS	Hamilton	553	(Salaberga	Psalter)	London,	British	Library,	MS	Cotton	Vespasian	A.	I	(Vespasian	Psalter)	Bibles
Amiens,	Bibliothèque	municipale,	MSS	6-7,9,11-12	and	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	lat.	13174.	(Maurdramnus	Bible)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	45025	and	37777	(Ceolfrid	Bible)	Apocalypse	manuscripts	Trier,	Stadtbibliothek,	MS	31,	(Trier	Apocalypse)	Boethius	Bamberg,	Bamberg	State	Library,	Msc.Class.5	(Boethius,	Arithmetica)	Isidore
of	Seville	Basel,	University	Library,	MS	F.	III.f	(Isidore,	De	Natura	Rerum)	Brussels,	Bibliothèque	royale	Albert	1er,	MS.	II.	4856	(Isidore,	Etymologies)	Bede	London,	British	Library,	MS	Cotton	Tiberius	A.	XIV	(Bede,	Ecclesiastical	History)	London,	British	Library,	MS	Cotton	Tiberius	C.	II	(Bede,	Ecclesiastical	History)	Saint	Petersburg,	Public	Library,
Cod.	Q.	v.	I.	18	(Saint	Petersburg	Bede	(Leningrad	Bede))	Cassiodorus	Durham,	Cathedral	Library,	MS	B.	II.	30	(Durham	Cassiodorus)	Miscellanies	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	43460	(Theological	miscellany)	Pope	Gregory	I	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	31031	(Gregory,	Moralia	in	Job)	Milan,	Biblioteca	Ambrosiana,	MS	B.	159	Sup.	(Gregory,
Dialogues)	Liturgical	manuscripts	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	lat.	9427	(Lectionary)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	lat.	12048	(Sacramentary)	Hagiography	Milan,	Biblioteca	Ambrosiana,	MS	F.	48	Sup.	(Lives	of	the	Saints	and	Their	Teachings)	Césaire	d'Arles	Brussels,	Bibliothèque	royale	Albert	1er,	MSS	9850-0852	(Césaire	d'Arles,	Homilies
and	Commentary	on	the	Gospels)	Collectio	canonum	The	Hague,	Musee	Meermanno-Westreenianum,	10	B	4	(Collectio	canonum)	Glossaries	St.	Gallen,	Stiftsbibliothek,	Cod.	911	(Codex	Abrogans)	Prayer	Book	Verona,	Verona	Cathedral,	Biblioteca	Capit.	Cod.	LXXXIX	(Libellus	Orationum)	9th	century	Gospel	Books	Aachen,	Cathedral	Treasury,	s.	n.
(Aachen	Gospels)	Abbeville,	Bibliothèque	municipale,	MS	4	(St.	Riquier	Gospels)	Bern,	Bergerbibliothek,	Cod.	348	(Gospel	Book)	Bern,	Stadtbibliothek,	671	(Cornish	Gospels)	Brescia,	Biblioteca	Civica	Queriniana,	Cod.	E.	II.	9	(Gospel	Book)	Brussels,	Bibliothèque	royale	Albert	1er,	MS	18.723	(Xanten	Gospels)	Dublin,	Trinity	College	Library,	MS	56
(Codex	Usserianus	Secundus	(Garland	of	Howth))	Épernay,	Bibliothèque	municipale	de	Épernay,	Ms.	1	(Ebbo	Gospels)	Fulda,	Landesbibliothek,	Cod.	Bonifatianus	3	(Cadmug	Gospel	Book)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	11848	(Carolingian	Gospel	Book)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	47673	(Schuttern	Gospels)	London,	British	Library,	Egerton	MS
609	(Breton	Gospel	Book)	London,	British	Library,	Egerton	MS	768	(Gospel	Book)	London,	British	Library,	Harley	MS	2788	(Harley	Golden	Gospels)	London,	British	Library,	Royal	MS	1.	E.	VI	and	Canterbury,	Cathedral	Library,	Additional	MS	16	(Royal	Bible	(Canterbury	Gospel	Book))	Munich,	Bayerische	Staatsbibliothek,	Clm	14000	(Codex	Aureus	of
St.	Emmeram)	New	York,	Morgan	Library	&	Museum,	MS	1	(Lindau	Gospels)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	lat.	8850	(Gospels	of	St.	Medard	de	Soissons)	Venice,	San	Lorenzo,	cod.	1144/86	(Gospel	of	Queen	Mlke,	862	[2])	Yerevan,	Matenadaran,	M6200	(Lazarian	Gospel,	887)	Psalters	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	37768	(Psalter	of	Lothaire)
Montpellier,	Bibliothèque	de	l'université,	409	(Montpellier	Psalter)	Moscow,	State	Historical	Museum,	MS	D.	29	(Chludov	Psalter)	Stuttgart,	Wurttembergische	Landesbibliothek,	Cod.	Bibl.	2.	12	(Stuttgart	Psalter)	Utrecht,	Universiteitsbibliotheek,	MS	Bibl.	Rhenotraiectinae	I	Nr	32.	(Utrecht	Psalter)	Bibles	Cava	de'	Tirreni,	Biblioteca	della	Badia,	Ms.
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Beauchamp,	Earl	of	Warwick)	New	York,	Morgan	Library	&	Museum,	M.	945	and	M.	917	(Hours	of	Catherine	of	Cleves)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale	MS	lat.	1158	(Neville	Hours)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	lat.	9471	(Grandes	Heures	du	Duc	de	Rohan)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	lat.	919	(Les	Grandes	Heures	du	duc	de	Berry)	Saint
Petersburg,	Russian	National	Library,	Hours	of	Maria	Stuart	Syracuse	University	Library,	Special	Collections	Research	Center,	MS	2	(Le	Louchier	Hours)	or	(The	Syracuse	Hours)	Syracuse	University	Library,	Special	Collections	Research	Center,	MS	3	(Book	of	Hours)	Syracuse	University	Library,	Special	Collections	Research	Center,	MS	6	(Book	of
Hours)	Uppsala,	Uppsala	University	Library,	C	517	e	(Ravenelle	Hours)	Book	of	Hours	and	Prayer	Book	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	134	C	47	(Book	of	Hours	and	Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	135	F	4	(Book	of	Hours	and	Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	135	G	12	(Book	of	Hours	and	Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,
Musee	Meermanno-Westreenianum,	10	F	15	(Book	of	Hours	and	Prayer	Book)	Prayer	Books	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	KA	31	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	71	H	56	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	71	H	64	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	74	G	1	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke
Bibliothek,	MS	76	G	15	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	130	E	14	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	130	E	17	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	133	D	10	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	133	F	3	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	133	F	6	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,
Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	133	F	9	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	135	E	19	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Musee	Meermanno-Westreenianum,	10	E	1	(Prayer	Book)	The	Hague,	Musee	Meermanno-Westreenianum,	10	F	22	(Prayer	Book)	Liturgical	manuscripts	Aix,	MS	11	(Missal)	Alnwick	Castle,	Collection	of	the	Duke	of	Northumberland
(Sherborne	Missal)	Avallon,	MS	1	(Missal)	Baltimore,	Walters	Art	Museum,	MS	W	75	(Masters	of	the	Dark	Eyes	Missal)	Brussels,	Bibliothèque	royale,	MS	3452	(Breviary	of	Hugues	Dobois)	Fribourg,	Bibliothèque	Cantonale	et	Universitaire,	MS	L.	64	(Breviary)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	70	E	12	(Lectionary	with	Gospel	and	Epistle	lessons,
glossed)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	74	G	33	(Diurnal)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	75	A	2	/	6	(Antiphonary)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	76	D	14	(Missal)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	76	E	2	(Missal)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	76	E	8	(Breviary)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	76	E	18	(Mass	and	Office	Book	of	the
Brotherhood	of	St.	Catherine	of	the	Paris)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	78	A	34	(Fragments	of	liturgical	manuscripts)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	78	D	44	(Missal	of	the	Church	of	St.	Servatius,	Maastricht)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	78	J	47	(Lay	Breviary)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	128	D	29	(Missal)	The	Hague,
Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	128	D	30	(Festal	Missal)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	133	E	8	(Diurnal)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	134	C	60	(Psalter	and	Breviary	of	St.	Bridget)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	135	H	45	(Missal)	The	Hague,	Koninklijke	Bibliothek,	135	J	8	(Diurnal)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	17440	(Missal)	London,
British	Library,	Add	MS	18851	(Breviary	of	Isabella	of	Castile)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	35311	(Breviary	of	John	the	Fearless)	Oxford,	Bodleian	Library,	MS	Digby	227	(Abingdon	Missal)	Ranworth,	St.	Helen's	Church,	s.	n.	(Ranworth	Antiphoner)	Pentateuchs	London,	British	Library,	Or.	2348	(Hebrew	Pentateuch)	Bibles	Auckland,	New
Zealand,	Public	Library,	MS	G.	128-31	(Bible)	Brussels,	Bibliothèque	royale,	MSS	106,	107,	204	and	205	(Bible)	Darmstadt,	Staatsbibliothek,	MS	324	(Bible	of	Thomas	à	Kempis)	Florence,	Biblioteca	Medicea	Laurenziana,	Plut.	15.	17	(Bible	of	Matthias	Corvinus)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	10043	and	38122	(Bible	of	Herman	van	Lochorst)
Modena,	Biblioteca	Estense,	VG	12	Lat.	(422-23)	(Bible	of	Borsso	d'Este)	Bible	Historiales	London,	British	Library,	Royal	MS	15	D	I	(Bible	Historiale	of	Edward	IV)	Chaucer	Aberystwyth,	National	Library	of	Wales	(Hengwrt	manuscript)	Cambridge,	Corpus	Christi	College,	MS	61	(Corpus	Troilus)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	35286	(Chaucer,
Canterbury	Tales)	San	Marino,	California,	Huntington	Library,	EL	26	C	9	(Ellesmere	Chaucer)	Psalters	Aberdeen,	Aberdeen	University	Library,	MS	25	(Burnet	Psalter)	Miscellanies	Barcelona,	Biblioteca	Universitària	de	Barcelona,	MS	75	(Miscellany)	Bamberg,	Bamberg	State	Library,	Msc.Theol.233	(Bamberg	Miscellany)	London,	British	Library,	Add



MS	8784	(Miscellany)	Welsh	Aberystwyth,	National	Library	of	Wales,	MS	7006D	(The	Black	Book	of	Basingwerk)	Cicero	Berlin,	Staatsbibliothek	Preußischer	Kulturbesitz,	MS	Hamilton	166	(Cicero,	Epistolae	ad	Atticum)	Apocalypse	manuscripts	Cambrai,	Bibliothèque	municipale,	MS	386	(Cambrai	Apocalypse)	Chronicles	Budapest,	Országos
Széchényi	Könyvtár,	(Epitoma	Rerum	Hungaricarum)	Cambridge,	Trinity	Hall,	MS	1	(Thomas	of	Elmham,	Chronicles	of	St.	Augustine's	Abbey,	Canterbury)	Chantilly,	Musée	Condé,	MS	1389	(Bidpai,	Fables)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale	MS	Fr.	2643-6	(Froissart	of	Louis	of	Gruuthuse	(BnF	Fr	2643-6)	Froissart,	Chronicles)	Saint	Petersburg,	Russian
National	Library,	Grands	Chroniques	de	France	by	Simon	Marmion	Saint	Petersburg,	Library	of	the	Russian	Academy	of	Sciences,	(Radzivill	Chronicle)	San	Marino,	California,	Huntington	Library,	HM	113	(Brut	Chronicle)	Albertus	Magnus	Eton,	Eton	College,	Library,	MS	44	(Albertus	Magnus,	Commentary	on	Saints	Luke	and	Mark)	Quintilian
Florence,	Biblioteca	Medicea	Laurenziana,	MS	46.	13	(Quintilian)	Livy	Florence,	Biblioteca	Medicea	Laurenziana,	MS	Plut.	63.	12.	(Livy,	Ab	Urbe	Conditia)	Coluccio	Florence,	Biblioteca	Medicea	Laurenziana,	MS	Strozzi.	36	(Coluccio)	Eusebius	of	Caesarea	Geneva,	Bibliothèque	Publique	et	Universitaire,	MS	lat.	49	(Eusebius	of	Caesarea,	De
Temporibus)	Duns	Scotus	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	15272	(Duns	Scotus,	On	the	Sentences)	Julius	Caesar	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	16982	(Caesar)	John	Mandeville	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	24189	(Travels	of	Sir	John	Mandeville)	Virgil	Florence,	Biblioteca	Riccardiana,	MS	492	(Virgil,	Works)	London,	British	Library,	King's	MS
24	(The	King's	Virgil)	Romances	London,	British	Library,	Royal	MS	15	E	VI	(Talbot	Shrewsbury	Book	of	Romances)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	10290	(London	Jason)	Fechtbücher	Fiore	dei	Liberi,	Fior	di	Battaglia	New	York,	Morgan	Library	&	Museum,	MS	M.383	Los	Angeles,	J.	Paul	Getty	Museum,	MS	LUDWIG	XV	13	Italy,	Pisani-Dossi
collection,	Pisani-Dossi	MS	(Flos	Duellatorum)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale	de	France,	MSS	LATIN	11269	Augsburg,	University	Library,	I.6.4.2	(Codex	Wallerstein)	Krajow,	Biblioteka	Jagiellonski	(Gladiatoria)	?,	Bibliotheca	dell'Academica	Nazionale	dei	Lincei	e	Corsiniana,	Cod.	1449	(Cod.	44	A	8)	Chani	da	Castello	London,	British	Library,	Egerton
MS	1866	(Chani	da	Castello,	Libro	Imperiale)	St.	Benedict	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	30078	(Rule	of	St.	Benedict)	Roman	satires	San	Marino,	California,	Huntington	Library,	HM	50	(Satires	of	Juvenal	and	Persius)	Hagiography	Malta,	Bibljoteka	Nazzjonali	ta'	Malta	(Malta	Life	of	St.	Anthony	the	Abbot)	Florence,	Biblioteca	Laurenziana,	MS
Laur.	Med.	Pal.	143	(Florence	Life	of	St.	Anthony	the	Abbot)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	de	l'Arsenal,	MS	940	(Life	and	Passion	of	St.	Maurice)	San	Marino,	California,	Huntington	Library,	HM	55	(Capgrave,	Life	of	St.	Norbert)	Ovid,	trans.	Octavien	de	Saint	Gelais	San	Marino,	California,	Huntington	Library,	HM	60	(Epitres	D’Ovide,	trans.	Octavien	de	Saint
Gelais)	Alexandria	Sofia,	Bulgaria,	Narodna	Biblioteka	Sv.	Sv.	Kiril	i	Metodii	(Alexandria	of	Sofia	Codex)	Gospel	Books	Moscow,	Rossiiskaya	Gosudarstvennaya	Biblioteka,	(Khitrovo	Gospel)	Athens,	Greece,	Ethnike	Bibliotheke	tes	Hellados,	Codex	2603	(Gospel	Book)	Philostratos	Budapest,	Országos	Széchényi	Könyvtár,	Cod.	Lat.	417	(Philostratus
Corvina)	Music	manuscripts	Eton,	Eton	College	MS.	178	(Eton	Choirbook)	Vatican	City,	Apostolic	Library,	Chigiana,	C.	VIII.	234	(Chigi	codex)	Florence,	Biblioteca	Medicea	Laurenziana,	Med.	Pal.	87	(Squarcialupi	codex)	Aurora	consurgens	Glasgow,	University	Library	MS.	Ferguson	6	Zurich,	Zentralbibliothek,	MS.	Rhenoviensis	172	Leiden,
Universiteitsbibliotheek,	VCF	29	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS.	Parisinus	Latinus	14006	Prague,	Universitni	Knihovna,	MS.	VI.	Fd.	26	Prague,	Chapitre	Métropolitain,	MS.	1663.	O.	LXXIX	Berlin,	Staatsbibliothek	Preußischer	Kulturbesitz,	MS.	Germ.	qu.	848	St.	Augustine	New	York	Public	Library,	Spencer	Collection	MS	30	(Augustine,	City	of	God)
Johannes	von	Tepl	Heidelberg,	Universitätsbibliothek	Heidelberg,	Cod.	Pal.	germ.	76	(Johannes	von	Tepl,	Der	Ackermann	aus	Böhmen)	Dante	London,	British	Library,	Yates	Thompson	MS	36	(Dante,	Divine	Comedy)	Vatican	City,	Biblioteca	Apostolica,	Urb.	Lat.	365	(Dante,	Divine	Comedy)	Pseudo-Lull	Florence,	Biblioteca	Nazionale,	BR	52	(Pseudo-
Lull,	Alchemical	treatises)	Suetonius	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	cod.	lat.	5814	(Suetonius,	Lives	of	the	Twelve	Caesars)	Johannes	de	Deo	Vienna,	Österreichische	Nationalbibliothek,	Cod.	1591	(Johannes	de	Deo,	Columba)	De	sphera	Modena,	Biblioteca	Estense,	α.	2.	14	(Lat.	209)	(De	sphera)	Engineering	Mariano	Taccola,	De	machinis	Codex	latinus
monacensis	28800	Bayerische	Staatsbibliothek,	München,	MS	136	in	the	Spencer	Collection	New	York	Public	Library,	Codex	latinus	2941	in	the	Bibliotheca	Nazionale	Marciana,	Venezia.	Paolo	Santini	or	Paulus	Savetinus	Ducensis	copy	of	Taccola	work,	De	re	militari	et	de	machinis	bellicis	Codex	latinus	7239	in	the	Bibliothèque	nationale,	Paris,
Mariano	Taccola,	De	ingeneis	Codex	latinus	monacensis	197	Bayerische	Staatsbibliothek	München;	Add	MS	34113	in	the	British	Library,	London	Codex	Santini	in	the	Collection	of	Avv.	Santini,	Urbino	Ms.	Palatino	766	(BNCF)	Vexillology	Banderia	Prutenorum	16th	century	New	York,	collection	of	Mickey	Cartin	(Augsburg	Book	of	Miracles)	Saint
Petersburg,	Saltykov-Schedrin	Public	Library	(Life	of	Alexander	Nevsky)	Books	of	Hours	Dunedin,	Public	Library,	Reed	Collection,	MS	8	(Book	of	Hours)	London,	British	Library,	Yates	Thompson	MS	18	(Psalter	of	Henry	VIII)	The	Hague,	Musee	Meermanno-Westreenianum,	MS	10.	F.	33	(Hours	of	Jehan	de	Luc)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	18852
(Hours	of	Joanna	of	Castile	(Hours	of	Joanna	the	Mad))	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	18853	(Hours	of	Francis	I)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	20927	(Stuart	de	Rothesay	Hours)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	24098	Fragmentary	Book	of	Hours	(Golf	Book)	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	35319	(Egmont	Hours)	London,	British	Library,	Royal
MS	2	B	XV	(Book	of	Hours)	London,	British	Library,	Yates	Thompson	MS	5	(Tilliot	Hours)	London,	British	Library,	Yates	Thompson	MS	7	(Hours	of	Dionora	of	Urbino)	London,	British	Library,	Yates	Thompson	MS	29	(Hours	of	Bonaparte	Ghislieri)	London,	British	Library,	Yates	Thompson	MS	30	(Hours	of	Laudomia	de'	Medici)	San	Marino,	California,
Huntington	Library,	HM	48	(Book	of	Hours)	Syracuse	University	Library,	Special	Collections	Research	Center,	MS	7	(Book	of	Hours)	Vatican	City,	Biblioteca	Apostolica,	Vat.	Ross.	94	(Book	of	Hours)	Liturgical	manuscripts	Cambridge,	Massachusetts,	Harvard	College,	Houghton	Library,	pfms.	Lat.	186	(Graduall)	Prayerbooks	London,	British	Library,
Add	MS	15281	(Prayerbook	of	Sigismund	I	of	Poland)	Law	codes	London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	10142	(Ancient	Laws	of	Denmark)	Traicte	de	Peyne	San	Marino,	California,	Huntington	Library,	HM	49	(Traicte	de	Peyne)	Geography	__________	early	sixteenth-century	to	Niccolaus	Germanus'	manuscript	codes	Parisinus	Latinus	4801
_________BNF_______Codex	Latinus	Parisinus	4802,	which	has	Jacopo	del	Massaio's	1428	maps	illustrating	Jacopo	Angeli	da	Scarperia's	1408-9	Latin	translation	of	Ptolemy's	Geographia.	Sophia,	Bulgaria,	Narodna	Biblioteka	Sv.	Sv.	Kiril	i	Metodii,	OR	3198,	fol.	250v-251r	(Muhammad	b.	Muhammad	al-Idrîsî,	Book	of	Pleasant	Journeys	into	Faraway
Lands	(Book	of	Roger))	Alchemy	Prague,	Národní	knihovna	Ceské	republiky,	Griemiller	z	Trebska,	Jaroš	Rosarium	philosophorum	Gospel	Books	Kiev,	Natsional'na	biblioteka	Ukraïny,	im.	V.	I.	Vernadskoho,	(Peresopnytsya	Gospel)	Paris,	Bibliothèque	nationale,	MS	syr.	344	(Nestorian	Evangelion)	Psalters	Copenhagen,	Royal	Library,	GKS	1605	4°	Book
of	unknown	contents	New	Haven,	Connecticut,	Yale	University,	Beinecke	Rare	Book	Library,	MS	408	(Voynich	manuscript)	Diatessaron	Florence,	Biblioteca	Medicea	Laurenziana,	orient.	81	(Persian	Diatessaron)	17th	century	Ardašīr	Book	Tübingen,	Universitätsbibliothek,	Ms.	Or.	qu.	1680	(Ardašīr	Book)	Paisios	Hagiopostolites	London,	British
Library,	Add	MS	8238	(Paisios	Hagiopostolites,	Verse	History	of	Mount	Sinai	and	its	environs	(London,	British	Library,	Add	MS	8238))	Slujebnicul	Arhieresc	al	Mitropolitului	Stefan	al	Ungrovlahiei	Bucharest,	National	Academy	Library	(BAR,	ms.	ROM.	1790;	sec.	XVII
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